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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IC, UR 

SUBJECT: FONMIN'S USSR VISIT: EDITORIAL CHARGES AND COUNTER 
CHARGES 

REE: REYKJAVIK 0391 

1 . IN CONTRAST TO INITIAL CRITICAL EDITORIALS ON FONMIN 
AGUSTSSON'S RECENT VISIT TO USSR IN MORGUNBLADID AND 
ALTHYDUBLADID (REFTEL), BALANCE OF PAPERS HAVE COM- 
MENTED FAVORABLY ON TRIP, ALTHOUGH MORGUNBLADID RE- 
PEATED ITS CONCERN IN SECOND ASSESSMENT. 

2. APRIL 12 EDITORIAL IN TIMINN, DAILY OE FONMIN'S 
PROGRESSIVE PARTY, DEFENDED VISIT AND BITTERLY ATTACKED 
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WORRY ABOUT SOVIET DESIGNS ON ICELAND IN WAKE OF TRIP. 

IN UNUSUALLY HARSH ATTACK BY PAPER OF ONE COALITION 
MEMBER ON DAILY OF PARTNER, TIMINN CALLED MORGUNBLADID'S 
EDITORIAL "TASTELESS " AND DISGRACEFUL," BASED ON UN- 
FOUNDED "SPECULATION" AND "SUSPICION." 

3. COMMUNIST-DOMINATED PEOPLES ALLIANCE THJODVILJINN 
ON APRIL 13 ALSO DEVOTED MUCH OF EDITORIAL TO ATTACK 
ON MORGUNBLADID ASSESSMENT, CALLING IT UNHEARD OF 
CHARACTERIZATION OF RELATIONSBETWEEN STATES UNLESS 
THEY WERE ON VERGE OF WAR. PAPER WENT ON TO CON- 
TRAST MORGUNBLADID'S CONCERN OVER SOVIET INTENTIONS 
WITH ITS ACCEPTANCE OF US MIT, IT ARY PRESENCE AND IN- 
FLUENCE IN ICELAND. 

4. APRIL 12 VISIR (IDENTIFIED WITH IP, THOUGH 
EDITORIALLY INDEPENDENT) APPLAUDED AGUSTSSON VISIT 
BOTH IN PRINCIPLE AS VEHICLE FOR ICELAND TO ENGAGE IN 
DIALOGUE WITH BIG POWERS, AND IN SPECIFIC TERMS, CITING 
SUCH THINGS AS OIL-PRICE AGREEMENT AND OPPORTUNITY TO 
CONVEY TO SOVIETS GOI VIEWS ON LOS. 

5. ON APRIL 13, MORGUNBLADID SPIKE OUT AGAIN, FOCUSING 
ON NOVOSTI ACCOUNT OF AGUSTSSON VISIT IN WHICH WRITER 
SUGGESTED LINK BETWEEN SOVIET-ICELANDIC ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL COOPERATION. PAPER CLAIMED THIS AMOUNTED 

TO "ILL-CONCEALED THREAT THAT ICELAND WOULD LOSE SOVIET 
TRADE IF IT FAILED TO HEED (MOSCOW'S) POLITICAL DE- 
MANDS," THUS JUSTIFYING PAPER'S EARLIER CONCERN OVER 
IMPLICATIONS OF VISIT. 
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